Central neurogenic hyperventilation in a patient with medulloblastoma.
Central neurogenic hyperventilation is a rare but important cause of the frequently observed phenomenon of hyperventilation. Its diagnosis demands that primary respiratory or metabolic causes, as well as cerebrospinal fluid abnormalities, be ruled out. We hereby describe a patient whose attacks of hyperventilation were the presenting sign of her disease and might be consistent with the central neurogenic mechanism. This patient suffered from a medulloblastoma which compressed the pons. After removal of the tumor the hyperventilation attacks ceased.